
Partnering in Righteousness 
I. Overview 

The word “righteous” or “righteousness” appears a total of 590 times in the Bible. This is a 
major theme throughout the scriptures. 

Definition 
Webster’s Dictionary 1828 - Purity of heart and conformity of soul and life to 
the divine law.  

New Oxford American Dictionary - The quality of being morally right or 
justifiable 

What does being Righteous mean? 
• Being righteous means we are compliant to God’s standard 

• We have peace with God 

• We are made “right” in God’s eyes and the court of heaven 

• We were “justified” = “just as if we never sinned”. No longer a legal or financial lien or 
hold on us since Jesus paid the price 

• Righteousness lets us enter His presence anytime! 

The enemy continues to lie to us and try to convince us that we’re unrighteous. We must 
stand by faith and believe what our Father and His word says! 

Holy Tensions in the Scriptures 
Sometimes it can appear that there are passages of scripture that seem contradictory, but 
they are not. There are often “Holy Tensions” between the truth of both points. For 
example, concerning salvation: 

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NIV) - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 

.vs. 

Philippians 2:12b (NIV) - continue to work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling, 

So, which is it? Are we saved by a gift of grace through faith, or are we saved by our works? 
It’s both! The topic of righteousness is one of these “holy tensions”. Righteousness is our 
position or standing with God. 
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Partnering in Righteousness 
The Gospel is Really Good News! 

The gospel is the good news of salvation, or receiving God’s righteousness, and we 
experience the fullness of salvation in three time frames (or phases of life) but today we’ll 
focus on the first two: 

1. Justification - as born again believers, our legal position before God has been changed 
through Christ’s gift of righteousness. Our spirit was created anew in holiness and we are 
now new creations. We receive this righteousness as a gift by faith.  

2. Sanctification - our soul is growing in purity (I am being saved). We partner with God in 
growing to be more like Him and submitting to His Lordship over every area of our lives.  

Two Kinds of Righteousness: 
Today we’re going to look closer at the difference between the righteousness that has been 
given to us as a gift, and the righteousness we must pursue. 

August 16, 2015                                                                                                                                                                                   Page �  of �  2 5
Christ Community Church, Camp Hill, PA                                                                                                                            Pastor Mark Krieg

FROM GOD TO GOD

Received by Faith Received by Works

Free Gift Costly

Justifies Us Sanctifies Us

JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION

PAST – I’m Saved PRESENT – I’m being Saved

Spirit (New Creation) Soul (Growing in Purity)

Gift (By Faith) Cost (We Pursue)



Partnering in Righteousness 
II. The Gift of Righteousness - Justification 

Jesus has become our Righteousness 
• The debt of our sin is an insurmountable sum - too great for anyone to pay. 

• No one could keep the law. God knew that. But He gave us the law to make us conscious 
of sin. (Rom 3:20) 

• No one is righteous, no one understands, no one seeks God because of sin’s curse (Rom 
3:10–11; 3:20–24). 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) - God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

Imputed Righteousness 
Righteousness is imputed/credited to us. The Greek term: “Impute” is an accounting term. 
God imputes (credits) your account with His righteousness! He imputes His righteousness 
against our debt of sin. It’s now not only paid in full, but He’s made us wealthy! 

You are Justified by Christ 
• Faith is centered on Jesus Christ and what he has accomplished (Rom 5:1–2) “justified” 

means “declared righteous” in a legal sense. 

Romans 4:25 (NIV) - He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 
to life for our justification. 

Born Again - New Creation 
2 Cor 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come! 

•  We have a new status - we are righteous sons & daughters of God. And as God’s sons & 
daughters we live differently in values, behavior, and character than the sons & daughters 
of this world. 
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Partnering in Righteousness 
III. Our Pursuit of Righteousness - Sanctification 

Romans 2:13 (NIV) - For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in 
God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 

(Note the focus on the word obey, rather than faith in this context.) 

Obedience Leads to Righteousness 
• Romans 6:16 tells us that we can either be slaves to sin which leads to death, or slaves to 

obedience which leads to righteousness. 

• And Romans 6:19 tells us that as we offer ourselves as slaves to righteousness, it leads us 
to holiness (sanctification). 

• Saving faith is not mere belief, but acting on the basis of that belief 

James 2:21–24 (NASB) - Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 
offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his 
works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned (credited) 
to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. You see that a 
man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

Quote from Mike Bickle 
“One of the primary lies being promoted today is that God’s commands are 
burdensome, harsh, out of reach, confining, and cause us to lose out on real life 
as they hold us in religious bondage and contradict true love. Also, that it’s not 
important to walk in righteousness because of “grace” and that hunger for 
righteousness is harmful by making us proud or religious and is a sign 
of legalism.” 

• Righteousness is not legalism.  

• Holiness is not an old covenant concept.  

• Righteousness includes keeping the laws of God. (Deut 6:25) 

• God requires righteousness of his people. (Eph 6:14 - In the armor of God, it’s the 
breastplate of righteousness to guard our heart (soul = mind, will and emotions). 

• The righteous receive blessing from God. (Psa 5:12) 

Maintaining Righteousness / Sanctification 
• If we sin as a child of God, we confess our sin and He cleanses us of all unrighteousness 

(1 John 1:9) 
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Partnering in Righteousness 
IV. The Challenge — Have as Much as You Want! 

• Call to Me and I will answer you… (Jeremiah 33:3 AMP) 

• Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. (James 4:8a NKJV) 

• The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, (Psalms 145:18 AMP) 

• Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on Him while he is near. (Isaiah 55:6 NIV) 

• ”Return to Me,“ declares the LORD of hosts, ”that I may return to you," says the LORD 
of hosts. (Zechariah 1:3 NASB) 

• Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 3:7b NIV) 

• if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14 NKJV) 

•  you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul. (Deut. 
4:29b NASB) 

• if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; (1 Chron 28:9b NASB) 

• if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; (2 Chron 15:2b NASB) 

• He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. (earnestly and diligently seek Him -Amplified) 
(Hebrews 11:6 NASB) 

• You do not have because you do not ask. (James 4:2c NASB) 

• So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to 
him who knocks, it will be opened. (Luke 11:9–10 NASB) 
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Purity of heart and conformity of 
soul and life to the divine law. 

Webster’s Dictionary 1828

The quality of being morally 
right or justifiable

New Oxford American Dictionary



•  Compliant to God’s standard 
•  We have peace with God 
•  Right in God’s eyes 
•  Justified 
•  Enter His presence anytime

RIGHTEOUS



For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith–and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God not by works, so that no one 
can boast. Ephesians 2:8–9 (NIV) 

…continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling

Philippians 2:12b (NIV)



JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION

PAST 
I’m Saved

PRESENT 
I’m being Saved

SPIRIT 
New Creation

SOUL 
Growing in Purity

GIFT 
By Faith

COST 
We Pursue

SALVATION



FROM GOD TO GOD
Received by 

Faith
Received by 

Works

Free Gift Costly

Justifies Us Sanctifies Us

RIGHTEOUSNESS



Justifies Us
The Gift of Righteousness

•  Debt of Sin is Insurmountable 
•  No one could Keep the Law 
•  No one is Righteous 
•  Jesus Paid our Debt of Sin



Imputed Righteousness
“Impute” is a Greek accounting 

term. God imputes (credits) 
your account with the 

righteousness of Jesus.

Debt of Sin
CANCELLED!



For it is not those who hear the law 
who are righteous in God’s sight, 
but it is those who obey the law 
who will be declared righteous.

Romans 2:13 (NIV)

Obedience Leads to
Righteousness



Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he 
offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar? You see that faith was 
working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was 
perfected; and the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says,



James 2:21-24 (NASB)

“And Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned (credited) 
to him as righteousness,” and he 
was called the friend of God. 
You see that a man is justified by 
works and not by faith alone.



•  Righteousness is not Legalism 
•  Holiness is not Old Covenant 
•  Includes keeping the Law 
•  God Requires Righteousness 
•  The righteous receive blessing

Pursuing Righteousness


